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Synopsis of an Address 
Delivered before the Vineland Historical Society, on 
Wednesday, April 14, 1937 


By ATTORNEY BENJAMIN STEVENS 


The subject chosen, while primarily a legal one, has many 
civic and historical aspects. 

For all practical purposes nearly every title to Vineland and 
Landis Township real estate, if traced with reasonable certain- 
ty back to a deed from Richard D. Wood or Charles K. Landis, 
will create a good and marketable title in the owner. 

However, natural curiosity and the instinct to explore the 
past, have induced many to inquire as to the source, course and 
status of these titles before their acquisition by Mr. Wood 
and Mr. Landis. 

An effort will be made to trace them from the beginning 
forward down to the Landis title. 

Lief Errickson, known as Eric the Red, and other hardy 
Norsemen are supposed to have touched the upper part of 
North America as early as the Eighth or Ninth Century, but no 
actual Scandinavian claims appear to have been made by virtue 
thereof for any part of the mainland. 

1492. The first actual claim to the soil of the Americas 
was that of Spain shortly after 1492, by virtue of the discovery 
of certain of the West Indies by Columbus. 

All European nations proceeded upon the theory that any 
unoccupied territory and lands inhabited by uncivilized peopies 
belonged to the country under whose auspices the Navigators 
sailed, by virtue of the right of discovery. 

The Spanish claims were pushed in the Southern portion 
of the Americas, but permitted to lapse in the Northern. 

1498. The next claim to Eastern North America was 
made by England by virtue of the alleged discovery of the main- 
land by the Cabots in 1498. They were English citizens, but 
John had been a native of Venice, Italy. 

1606. The original grant by King James I to Sir Walter 
Raleigh in 1606 included New Jersey, but no effort was made 
at colonization of the Virginia Colony as far North as New 
Jersey. 

1609. The Dutch made claim to New York and New 
Jersey in 1609, basing their claims upon the exploration of the 
Hudson and Delaware Rivers by Capt. Henry Hudson. Dutch 
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settlement of North Jersey began in 1614 and in South Jersey 
in 1623, the entire territory, including New York State, being 
styled New Amsterdam. 


1627. Swedish and Finnish colonization of the Salem 
and lower Maurice River sections of South Jersey began in 
1626 under proclamation of King Gustavus Adolphus. In 1627 
formal claim was made by Sweden to a large portion of Southern 
Jersey, it being called New Sweden. The Swedes remained in 
the ascendency there until 1655 when they were conquered by 
the Dutch, under Stuyvesant, assisted by the mosquitoes. 


1633-50 However, during these years of Dutch and 
Swedish supremacy there was an English effort at colonization 
made, which became so strong that the Dutch and Swedes tem- 
porarily joined forces to drive the English out. Sir Edmund 
Plowden secured a patent in 1633 from King Charles I for forty 
leagues square from the coast South of ‘“‘Manitie or Long Isle.” 
This included New Jersey which they called New Albion. The 
Western portion of the grant was relinquished in favor of the 
prior patent to Lord Baltimore. The “Knights of Albion” as 
they styled themselves came over with a blare of trumpets and 
high hopes, but the colony dwindled and in the late sixteen for- 
ties passed into oblivion. As late as 1784 an Englishman named 
Charles Varlo appeared with an assignment of the Plowden 
patent and claimed the Jerseys, but his title was never estab- 
lished. 


1664 The Dutch ascendency of both North and South 
Jersey through occupation, military domination and the recog- 
nition of Cromwell, continued until the war of 1664 when the 
English conquered Holland. 


About 1663 some grants of land had been made to settlers 
on Long Island and in Northern New Jersey, by Richard Nichols, 
English Governor of Colonies in America which were later dis- 
avowed by the Duke of York and led to disputes lasting for a 
century. 


March 12, 1664 On March 12, 1664 Charles the Second, 
by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc., granted to his dearest 
brother, James, Duke of York, the following: All that part of 
the mainland of New England, beginning at St. Croix, next ad- 
joining to New Scotland in America; and thence extending 
along the sea coast unto a certain place called Pemaque, or 
Pemagqiud, and so up the river thereof to the farthest head of 
the same as it tendeth Northward, and extending from thence 
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to the River of Kenebeque, and so upwards by the shortest 
course to the River of Canada Northward. And also all that 
Island or Islands commonly called by the several name or names 
of Matowacks, or Long Island, situate, lying and being towards 
the West of Cape Codd and the Narrow Higansetts, abutting 
upon the main land between the two rivers there, called or 
known by the several names of Connecticut or Hudson’s River; 
together also with the said river called Hudson’s River, and all 
the lands from the West side of Connecticut to the East side 
of Delaware Bay. And also all those several islands called or 
known by the names of Martins Vineyard and Nantukes, or 
otherwise Nantukett; together with all the lands, islands, soiles, 
rivers, harbours, mines, minerals, quarries, woods, marshes, 
waters, lakes, fishings, hawkings, huntings and fowling, with the 
appurtenances. 


The deed provided that this grant should supplant all prior 
grants of grantor’s predecessors and contained the following 
habendum clause: Given and granted to our dearest brother 
James, Duke of York, his heirs and assigns forever; to the only 
proper use and behoof of the said James, Duke of York, his heirs 
and assigns forever; to be holden as of our Mannor of East 
Greenwich, in our County of Kent, in free and common soccage, 
and not in capitie, nor by Night service yielding and rendering, 
patentee to render forty beaver skins annually, on demand, or 
within ninety days thereafter. 


The consideration expressed was “divers good causes and 
considerations.”’ 


June 24, 1664 On June 24, 1664 for the expressed con- 
sideration of a competent sum, (which is said to have been a 
thousand pounds sterling), His Royal Highness, James, Duke of 
York and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
land and Ireland, Constable of Dover Castle, Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports and Governor of Portsmouth, granted to John, 
Lord Berkley, Baron of Stratton, and one of His Majesty’s 
most Honourable Privy Council, and Sir, George Carteret, of 
Saltrum, in the County of Devon, Knight and one of His Maj- 
esty’s most Honourable Privy Council, all the following: All 
that tract of land adjacent to New England, and lying and be- 
ing to the Westward of Long Island and Manhitas Island, and 
bounded on the East by the main sea, and part by Hudson’s 
River, and hath upon the West Delaware Bay or River, and 
extendeth Southward as far as Cape May at the mouth of Dela- 
ware Bay; and to the Northward as far as the Northermost 
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Branch of the said bay or river of Delaware, which is in forty- 
one degrees and forty minutes of latitude, and crosseth over 
thence in a straight line to Hudson’s River in forty-one degrees 
of latitude; which said tract of land is hereafter to be called 
by the name or names of New Ceaserea or New Jersey. 

A clause required the grantees to render annually the sum 
of twenty nobles, lawful money, if demanded, at or in the Inner 
Temple Hall, London, at the feast of St. Michael the Arch Angel. 

It is deemed necessary to interrupt the chronological ar- 
rangement of the course of other titles at this point for a brief 
discussion of Indian or other Aboriginal titles and possession. 

The Dutch, Swedish and English claimants to New Jersey 
all recognized some sort of title or claim by the original Indian 
occupants. 

Scientists claim that there is evidence of the occupancy of 
Eastern North America by a race of Mongolian extraction as 
far back as the fourth century. The question of the extent 
of the antiquity of man in the Delaware Valley, with claims 
being made of human habitation prior to the Glacial Age, re- 
mains unsettled. However, any claims from these sources are 
too indefinite and remote to require any consideration on a 
question of land titles. 

The Dutch, Swedes and English all purchased large tracts 
of lands from the Indian occupants. Some tracts between Cape 
May and Camden are alleged to have been deeded by Indian 
Chieft6ns at least two or three times. 

Three Indian deeds executed in the fall of 1677 together 
with prior ones appear to have disposed of Indian claims to 
that portion of South Jersey lying South of Camden. 

The following was the consideration for the deed for the 
land between Oldmans Creek and Timber Creek, (the former 
running through Woodstown and the latter at Westville.) : 

30 coats, 20 guns, 31 kettles, 30 pairs hose, 20 fathom 
duffelds, 30 petticoats, 30 hoes, 30 bars of lead, 15 small barrels 
of gunpowder, 70 knives, 30 axes, 70 combs, 60 pairs tobacco 
tongs, 60 pairs scissors, 60 looking glasses, 120 awl blades, 120 
fishhooks, 2 grasps of red paint, 120 needles, 60 tobacco boxes, 
120 pipes, 200 bells, 100 Jewsharps, and 6 anchors of rum. 

In 1758 a plot of 3044 acres was set apart at Indian Mills, 
above Atsion, as a reservation for the remaining Lenni Lenapes 
and called Brotherton. This was the first Indian Reservation 
in the United States. They were given the right to hunt in 
any unenclosed lands and to fish in any waters South of the 
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Raritan. They remained there until 1802 when they were trans- 
ferred to Oneida County, N. Y. and later to Green Bay, Wis. 
Their descendants are now in Oklahoma and many have re- 
ceived large oil royalties. 


In 1664 Philip Carteret, a fourth cousin of Sir George Cart- 
eret was appointed Governor, but the actual ownership of the 
land remained in Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret. 

March 18, 1673 Lord Berkley on March 18, 1673 con- 
veyed his entire half interest in New Jersey to John Fenwick. 
It is said that Edward Billinge put up the thousand pounds 
purchase price, but being charged with bankruptcy, he took 
the deed in the name of his friend Fenwick. 

New Jersey was now being governed by a Governor and 
his Council and an Assembly. In 1672 James Carteret, said 
to be an illegitimate son of one of the other Carterets was elect- 
ed President of the Assembly and thereupon proclaimed him- 
self as President of New Jersey. He was soon hustled off to 
Virginia before asserting a claim to the actual land. 

1673 In 1673 the Dutch re-conquered New Amsterdam, 
including New Jersey, but held it scarcely a year, when by a 
treaty between England and Holland it was again ceded to the 
former. 

Feb. 9, 1674 Early in 1674 a party of English Quakers 
purchased an interest in New Jersey and on February 9, 1674 
a deed known as the Tripartite Deed was executed between John 
Fenwick, of the first part, Edward Billinge, of the second part, 
and William Penn, Gawen Lawry and Nicholas Lucas as joint 
tenants, in common with Sir George Carteret, of the third part. 
The interests of the parties were defined as follows: ten hun- 
dredths to Fenwick, and ninety hundredths to Penn, Lawry and 
Lucas, in trust for Edward Billinge. The power of government 
was given to Billinge. 

June 29, 1674 On June 29, 1674 King Charles II execut- 
ed a new grant to the Duke of York for the same territory des- 
cribed in his grant of 1664. No reason is given for the second 
grant but the Directions, Instructions and Orders issued by 
Sir George Carteret on July 31, 1674 contains the following pre- 
amble: 

“Whereas during the late wars between his Majesty and 
the Dutch the Country’s of New York and New Jersey, and 
other adjacent parts was conquered by them, who have since in 
pursuance of the treaty of peace restored all of the said Coun- 
try’s to his Majesty.” 


Prior to the conveyance of Lord Berkley’s interest to Fen- 
wick in 1673, there had been some informal discussion between 
the owners regarding the division of the Province into East 
and West Jersey or into North and South Jersey, but the de- 
tails had not been settled on or the division consummated. 

July 29, 1674 On July 29, 1674 James, Duke of York, 
executed a grant to Sir George Carteret alone for a territory 
beginning as in the 1664 grant to Berkley and Carteret and 
continuing: Bounded on the East by the main sea; and South- 
wardly to Barnegat Creek, at a point midway Sandy Point and 
Cape May, and bounded on the West in a straight line to a 
creek next adjoining and below a certain creek in the Delaware 
River called Renkokus Kill; thence up the Delaware River to 
the Northermost branch thereof in forty-one degrees and forty 
minutes of latitude, and in a straight line to Hudson’s River in 
forty-one degrees of latitude. 

This would make a division into North and South Jersey 
rather than the East and West Jersey division subsequently 
effected. 

1676 Early in 1676 John Fenwick conveyed his ten hun- 
dredths in the undivided half of New Jersey to John Eldridge 
and Edmund Warner. Mr. Fenwick had earlier borrowed money 
from Eldridge and Warner and given them a lease for a thous- 
and years on his said interest. Fenwick always claimed that 
the entire transaction was in the nature of a mortgage, but the 
grantees claimed it to be a conveyance after Fenwick failed to 
make payment and redeem. 

1676 Later in the year 1676 Eldridge and Warner con- 
veyed their interest to Penn, Lawry and Lucas, the deed recit- 
ing that the conveyance was made to better enable the grantees 
to effect a division of the province with Sir George Carteret. 


July 1, 1676 The actual division of New Jersey into 
East and West Jersey was actually made July 1, 1676 by what 
is known as the Quintipartite Deed, between (1) Sir George 
Carteret, (2) William Penn, (3) Gawen Lawry, (4) Nicholas 
Lucas, (5) Edward Billinge. The parties agreed to a partition 
and that Carteret should receive all of East Jersey, being all 
the territory East of a straight line thereinafter described, and 
that all of the West Jersey, being everything west of said line, 
should go to Penn, Lawry and Lucas, subject to such trust as 
Edward Billinge had in their one-half interest in the whole. 


The division line described ran from Little Egg Harbor to 
the Northermost branch of the Delaware opposite a point on 
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the Hudson River in forty-one degrees of latitude. 

Lee’s “New Jersey as a Colony and as a State” shows a 
map which has the line running from Ocean City on Great Egg 
Harbor Bay. The line should run from Little Egg Harbor Bay 
some thirty or more miles to the North. 


The Northern terminus of this line was in dispute for many 
years and it was not until 1769 that the point was fixed oppo- 
site Port Jervis. This point was some twenty miles below the 
first established spot and robbed New Jersey of a triangular 
plot reaching from the Hudson to the Delaware and containing 
about 210,000 square acres and including some of finest portions 
of West Chester and Orange Counties in New York State. A 
commission named by King George III awarded it to New York 
State. Staten Island, which had clearly been granted as a part 
of New Jersey, had previously been awarded to New York State. 


1677 In 1677 the nine commissioners appointed by the 
proprietors in 1676 took office, with power to divide and sell 
lands. In 1680 the number was raised to eleven to be chosen 
by the inhabitants, and later fixed at ten to be selected by the 
legislature. They were known as the Council of Proprietors of 
the Province of West Jersey. The successors of this Council 
still maintain it and they now meet annually in Camden. The 
original Council appointed a surveyor General with a number 
of local deputies and this office is still in existence. However, 
nearly all the land of South Jersey has been surveyed out to 
settlers and a great part of what remains has been placed by 
legislative enactment under the jurisdiction of the New Jersey 
Board of Commerce and Navigation and other State agencies. 


Burlington had been made the Capital of West Jersey and 
the original surveys were recorded there in the office of the 
surveyor General in a little brick building along the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad a block from the railroad station. The grants 
for the first decade were lost but all others removed to Trenton 
some thirty years ago. The lot was sold to the U. S. Govern- 
ment about fifteen years ago and is now a part of the site of 
the present Post Office building, somewhat similar to that of 
Vineland. 

Practically all South Jersey titles came either from the 
proprietors or the Council of Proprietors. 

The proprietors had had a plan to divide West Jersey into 
tenths and each tenth into ten precincts. The Commissioners 
started to consummate this plan, but before completion counties 
began to be established, the first being Gloucester, then includ- 
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ing what are now Camden and Atlantic Counties with the pre- 
sent Gloucester. The proposed sixth tenth comprised the great- 
er portion of the present County of Cumberland, but it first be- 
came a part of Salem County, excepting the Township of Maur- 
ice River, which was formerly in Cape May County. 


1678 During the year 1678 Penn, Lawry and Lucas con- 
veyed a ten-hundredths interest in West Jersey to Eldridge and 
Warner. The deed recited that it was made pursuant to the 
trust reposing in them. 


Aug. 6, 1680 On August 6, 1680 the Duke of York exe- 
cuted a further release of all the land previously granted, the 
respective interests being defined as follows:—ten hundredths 
to Eldridge and Warner absolutely and ninety hundredths to 
Penn, Lawry and Lucas, in trust for Edward Billinge. It will 
be noted that the name of Fenwick was not mentioned in this 
release, but he still claimed a superior title to that of Eldridge 
and Warner. The governmental powers were again conferred 
on Edward Billinge. 


March 1682 In March of 1682 Fenwick conveyed his in- 
terest, or claim of ownership, to William Penn, but excepting 
150,000 acres in Salem and Western Cumberland Counties. 


1687 Billinge having died, his interest passed to Dr. 
Daniel Coxe, one of the most eminent physicians of his day and 
medical attendant of the Royal Family. Dr. Coxe not only 
claimed the governmental authority, but also laid claims to the 
land itself. His claim was adjusted by grants of specific tracts 
to him by the Council of Proprietors. In 1688 he endeavored 
to improve his title by further releases from the Indians. In 
1692 the Doctor conveyed most of his holdings to the West 
Jersey Society, a commercial land company of London. The 
Society owned tracts at Rosenhayn, Richland and other nearby 
points and the expression “The Society Line” is still mentioned 
in many present day deeds for lands in those localities. The 
deeds from the Society for lands in Cape May County provided 
that grantees should render two fat capons or hens at Coxe 
Hall, Cape May, annually on December 24th. The Cumberland 
County deeds do not appear to have been thus conditioned. 

1702 In 1702 the Jerseys gave up their separate govern- 
ments to again become a Royal Colony, Lord Cornbury being 
appointed Colonial Governor. Legislative sessions were held 
alternately at Perth Amboy and Burlington, the two late pro- 
vincial capitals. However, this governmental change did not 
affect the status of the Council of Propietors or the title to the 
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land. 

The proprietors granted certain proprietary rights to them- 
selves individually, giving them the right to later locate and 
have certain specific plots surveyed to them. 

July 30, 1718 William Penn died on July 30, 1718 seized 
of certain of these proprietary rights to a large portion of 
Eastern Cumberland County, then Salem County. One patent 
comprised 9,543 acres west of the Prince Maurice’s River. An- 
other of 19,962 acres on the east side, including the city of 
Millville, the Borough of Vineland and most all of Landis Town- 
ship. By his will he devised these rights to his three sons 
John Penn, Richard Penn, Sr. and Thomas Penn. John died 
shortly afterwards and devised his interest to his two brothers. 

1768 The will of Richard Penn, Sr. gave his interest, 
_ therein specified as a three-fourths share, to his son Richard 
Penn, Jr. 


1771 In 1771 Thomas Penn conveyed his one-fourth in- 
terest to his nephew Richard Penn, Jr. 


1776 In 1776 the lower portion of the 19,962 acre tract, 
including the present city of Millville and perhaps a little of 
the southerly portion of Landis Township, was conveyed by 
Richard Penn, Jr., through his attorney-in-fact, to Joseph Burr, 
James Veree, John Bispham and John West. John West’s share 
was soon sold to Joseph Smith. The owners formed the Union 
Company, and the holdings were long known as the “Union 
Mills Tract.” 


1795 In 1795 the Union Company conveyed the “Union 
Mills Tract” to Robert Smith, Joseph Buck, Eli Elmer and Eze- 
kiel Foster. 


The remainder of the Penn Survey was conveyed by Rich- 
ard Penn, Jr., through his attorney, to John Moore White, James 
Giles and Jeremiah Buck of Bridgeton, who sold the same off 
in parcels to divers persons. 

It may here be said that the American Revolution did not 
disturb the line of title to New Jersey land. The new State 
not only recognized prior English land grants, but also adopted 
English Judicial Practice as it stood at the time of the adoption 
of New Jersey’s first State Constitution. 

1813 to 1816 From 1813 to 1816 David C. Wood and Ed- 
ward Smith, of Philadelphia, gradually bought up the various 
portions of the larger Penn Survey. 

March 25, 1816 On March 25, 1816 Smith conveyed his 
half interest to Joseph Jones and he two days later to Jesse B. 
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Quimby. 

Feb. 22, 1817 On February 22, 1817 Mr. Quimby trans- 
ferred his half interest to the said David C. Wood, vesting in 
him the full ownership to the title formerly amalgamated in the 
grandson of William Penn. 

David C. Wood bought up other smaller plots held by others 
until he became the owner of about 20,000 acres, including near- 
ly all of the County East of the Maurice River and North of 
Millville. He became embarrassed in business and Richard D. 
Wood recovered a judgment of $20,000 against him in the Su- 
preme Court. Lands including a large portion of Landis Town- 
ship were sold on executions thereon at a Sheriff’s sale and 
other plots at a special master’s sale to Richard D. Wood, so 
that by 1858 the latter was the owner of practically all the land 
in this neighborhood. 

1861 This was purchased by Charles K. Landis in 1861 
from Richard D. Wood on contract and for the first two years 
when Mr. Landis would make a sale, the actual deed would be 
given by Richard D. Wood and Julianna R. Wood, his wife. 

1863 In 1863 the main deed passed from Mr. Wood to 
Mr. Landis. 

A law was early passed which provided that possession of 
land by a grantee and his predecessors in title for a continuous 
period of sixty years would create a good title. In 1922 the 
time of possession was cut down to thirty years for all lands, 
excepting woodlands or uncultivated tracts, the time on these 
still being sixty years. 

Therefore, those of us who can trace our titles to Landis 
or Wood can be secure in the knowledge that all Indian, Spanish, 
Swedish, Dutch and English claims to our lands have long since 
been settled, determined and outlawed, and that we will never 
be called upon to render English nobles, beaver hides or fat hens, 
as required by some of the ancient hereinbefore recited grants 
and deeds. 
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